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Minutes of FPC Meeting Monday 17 November 2025

Min
No

Action

58/25

Attendance:

Councillors: Peter Stanton, John Acres, Sarah J Skinner, Stewart Summers
Parish Clerk: Debbie Mason

Ward Councillors: None

Apologies: None

Members of the public: Allan Bell, Malcolm Coulson

59/25

Declaration of Interests: None

60/25

Minutes of meeting 15 Sept 2025: JA requested addition to Min 54/25 stating that the
priority should be for resources to be spent instead on improving the upkeep of rural
roads which are enjoyed by many leisure cyclists and where there have been recent
accidents. Otherwise agreed as a correct record and signed by PS.

61/25

Matters arising not listed elsewhere

e Golf Club: The recent FPC site visit was noted. SIS said everything seemed to be
in order. PS added that Sam Edwards seems to be doing his best to respond
quickly to any concerns. For example, the recent mud on the Everdon Road had
been cleared within hours. Lorries are not supposed to go through the village
but Sam has less direct influence. It was noted that Sam had sent out a recent
update to every household and invited people to contact him direct with any
concerns.

e Village News: DM reported that she was having difficulties with sending out the
first Newsletter because ‘gmail’ was identifying bulk mails as ‘spam’ and
therefore bouncing. Various options - both how to send it and the format -
were discussed. Further investigations are needed.

e FPC Email change: DM advised that the new required ‘.gov.uk’ Email address
seems to be working OK and will be fully issued shortly. Further discussions will
be needed on the implications of the latest data protection and digital
compliance requirements (‘Assertion 10’) coming from the Government which
must be implemented by the end of this financial year.

e Road repairs: PS noted that the recent ‘Parish Conference’ organised by WNC
had provided a useful opportunity for himself and JA to meet both officers (Sam
Simmons) and contractors (Kier) engaged in road repairs locally. PS said he was
not impressed with the response from either.

DM

DM

62/25

Public Forum: Malcolm Coulson noted his recent experience of using ‘Fix My Street’ and
sending photos had worked well and he would encourage others to use the same
approach. He had reported the potholes around the farm entrance on the Litchborough
Road - FPC have been notified that repairs are due Nov 26/27. His concern now is over
the quality of the repairs and how long they will last. Allan Bell added that too often the
contractors only repair one pothole when a whole area needs addressing.

Malcolm added to the discussion on WhatsApp about lorries coming through the village
by saying that he had only observed one lorry using the Litchborough Road and none
using the Weedon Road.

63/25

Finance:
e DM presented the budget report for the year to 4 November. The balance on
the ledger was a total of £8186. This was just prior to the Bank transfer — see
below.
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e Banking update: After a series of difficulties with NatWest, DM reported that
the transfer to Unity Trust Bank (as recommended by NCALC) was effected on 6
November. FPC accounts are now managed online. Two signatories are still DM
required for each payment. A current account and ‘Instant Access’ deposit
account have been set up as before. There is a charge of £6/month.

o Clerk’s Donation: As a volunteer, it was previously agreed that DM’s nominal DM
wage (£900 this year) would be split equally between the Joy Mead, Village Hall
and Church. It was agreed that these payments would now be actioned.

e Computer upgrade: DM reported that a new PC running Windows 11 has been
purchased as previously agreed.

e Budget and Parish Precept 2026/7: After discussion of the budget for next DM
year, it was agreed that the Parish Precept be raised from £4500 (which has
been static for the last 3 years and much lower than equivalent Parish Councils)
to £5000. DM to notify WNC.

64/25 | Social media report: None. SJS to monitor relevant Facebook and WhatsApp posts. SJS

65/25 | Police Liaison report: SS reported on October priorities for the police force which SS
include ‘rural crime’.

66/25 | Cemetery Matters: PS said he will investigate getting small slabs to act as row markers PS

in the Cemetery. DM proposed a review of Cemetery fees which are understood to be DM
on the low side; this was agreed.
It was noted that the earth over a recent grave had sunk badly and needed topping up: DM
DM to inform the undertakers.

67/25 | Planning matters:
e JAreported on a number of planning related matters as follows:

- No objections registered to the proposed extension at the rear of Rainbow
Cottage.

- WNC have said production of the latest Local Plan has been delayed until
next year.

- Proposals regarding community contributions from developers are not
appropriate in our case as the village is not seen as a ‘growth’ village and
any developments would be ‘infill’ only.

- An application has been made to extend closure of the bridleway through
the Golf Club until Spring 2027.

- Kier had previously offered to arrange a ‘walkabout’ and provided possible DM
dates. DM to liaise.

68/25 | Updating policies: No progress yet. DM

69/25 | Correspondence: None

70/25 | AOB: Faulty street light — DM to clarify and report as necessary DM

Date of next meeting: Monday 19 January 2026.
Dates of further meetings in 2026: March 16, May 18, July 20, Sept 21, Nov 16

Signed as a true record: Date:



